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Climate Change Adaptation
One of the main challenges facing the North Sea Region is climate change, with the adaptation and mitigation measures that
this will require. Increased precipitation and flooding in the North (parts of the North Sea will be under sea level), coupled
with increased temperatures and aridity in the South, will cause significant changes to both physical and human geography
in Europe. The severity of the impacts of climate change varies by region. Rising sea levels and the increased danger to
coastal areas from flooding at times of extreme weather conditions have a specific and similar effect on the countries
bordering the North Sea. Climate change will add stress to fisheries, agriculture and aquacultural sectors as well as have
severe effects on coasts and marine systems. The coastal zones erosion rate will increase and existing defense mechanisms
may provide insufficient protection. For the North Sea, these are all very important issues which impact the key economic
section and therefore need to be addressed and tackled with common strategies and approaches across policy areas.
A Common Approach
While all the countries in the NSR have or are planning to adopt a national climate strategy as foreseen by the UNFCCC, there

will be a need for coordination and development of a common approach to climate change in the NSR as a shared common
resource. The North Sea Regions are developing the knowledge base through common research, sharing of data and cross
border studies. In this brochure you will find information on climate change policies and best practices in the North Sea Regions.
Raising Awareness
Dealing with climate change also means investing in the development of a low-carbon economy promoting innovative ideas
within energy efficiency, green technologies and climate change adaptation strategies. One of the key issues will be to raise
awareness of the issue among the general public.
Renewable energy
With these challenges also come opportunities. Due to its geographical conditions, the North Sea Region has a huge
potential for renewable energy from wind, waves, tide, currents, hydropower and biomass. Taking advantage of a natural
shift towards renewable energy as fossil resources become depleted, the NSR is ideal for largescale wind, wave and tidal
energy projects given its natural assets and the available technological expertise.
EU policy
The EU Directive on renewable energy sets ambitious targets for all Member States, such that the EU will reach a 20 % share of
energy from renewable sources by 2020. EU countries have already agreed on a new renewable energy target of at least 27%
of final energy consumption in the EU as a whole by 2030. This target is part of the EU’s energy and climate goals for 2030.

Västra Götaland, Sweden
In Västra Götaland, the County Administrative Board, which is the national authority for the county, coordinates work on
climate change adaptation. The aim is to educate and increase knowledge about climate change and its consequences,
and to stimulate actions through dialogue to prevent future problems. The County Administrative Board also cooperates
with regional and local actors within the region to increase the amount of renewable energy and to optimise the usage of
energy efficiently, to reduce the county’s impact on climate change. Municipalities are responsible for spatial planning and
several municipalities have developed, or are developing, local adaptation strategies.
What are the impacts already witnessed, for example?
Västra Götaland is expected to be affected mostly by increasing precipitation and rising sea and water levels. High sea levels
are common by hard winds from the west. The region is located not only by the sea, but also by two of the largest lakes in
Europe, Vänern and Vättern. Göta river runs from Lake Vänern to the sea through an area where landslides are common at
times of high precipitation, due to the geological features of the area.
There are several examples of extreme weather from the last 20-25 years – heavy rains causing flooding, storms with large
effects on forests, fires in dry periods, a landslide destroying a part of the major E6 road and a railway.

The Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological Institute (SMHI) estimate that the average annual temperature will have
increased with 3-5 degrees Celsius by the end of this century. In the same study SMHI estimate that the average annual
precipitation will increase with between 12-25% in the future climate, with higher risks of flooding as a consequence.
What policies/measures have been taken regionally?
In 2014, the County Administrative Board of Västra Götaland presented a regional action plan on climate change adaptation.
The action plan seeks to:
• Guide towards a long-term resilient society
• Provide a foundation for regional and local climate change adaptation
• Support the work of the County Administrative Board itself, municipalities, and other actors with concrete measures for
climate change adaptation.
Focus is on communication, support of municipalities, cooperation between municipalities, and on measures to tackle
flooding and landslide risks at Lake Vänern and along the Göta river. A new action plan will be presented during 2017.
Example of a best practice/project
Climate Change Adaptation in Supervision: is a joint project between several Swedish government authorities. The project
aims to reduce the risk of spreading pollution or contamination, which climate change is expected to entail. This through a
‘climate-friendlier’, or more rigorous monitoring method of environmentally hazardous businesses and contaminated areas.

Climate Change Adaptation and Competence Improvement in Agricultural Sciences (KLOKA): derives from the regional
climate analysis, which together with the farmers in the county, seeks to work on long-term strategic issues and create
benefits to both climate change adaptation and the environment. The KLOKA project works with activities in three main
areas:
• Water issues
• Soil protection
• Pasture/parasites
The KLOKA project is mainly a programme to help carry out activities for, and together with, farmers to adapt agricultural
settings to climate change and become more climate smart in their activities.

Agder (East and West), Norway
The Norwegian Environment Agencies are responsible for implementing national policies and measures related to climate
change and the impacts on biodiversity, pollution and outdoor recreation. The overall responsibility for planning and
implementing measures against climate-related risks and incidents connected to flooding and land slides etc. lies with the
Norwegian Water Resources and Energy Directorate (NVE)/In addition, there are national laws and guidelines for planning
and the construction of buildings in the context of climate-related risks. The County Governor (state representative in the
region) and the municipalities are responsible for implementing relevant measures at the operational level.
Climate and energy is a priority in the common Regional Development Plan for Agder. Climate considerations have top
priority under all political decisions that are made in the region.This applies especially for decisions relating to land use and
transport planning, education, research, innovation and the development of public transport.
Impacts already witnessed
In 2015 extreme rainfall and storm ‘Synne’ caused comprehensive damage to bridges and sections of the regional road
network. The financial consequences for reparation of the infrastructue amounted to several million Euros.

The NCCS report ‘Climate in Norway 2100 (2017) provides an updated scientific basis for climate change adaptation in
Norway.
The main climate impacts for Agder:
• temperature 4 C higher (mainly in winter)
• 10% more rainfall, mainly in winter (25%), less snow
• Increase in flooding events,and 15% more rainfall in episodes of heavy rainfall
• Surface water assement needs to be scaled up 40%
• Sea level has risen by 66-80 cm
• Extended growing season in agriculture - 1-3 months
Regional policies & measures taken
Plans focus on climate change mitigation measures. The County Councils are mainly involved as advisors, giving climate
adaptation advice for municipal spatial development plans, including business development, location of retail, housing and
transport etc. Regional and local action plans need to be drawn up, outlining specific measures for coping with the climate
challenge.
• Climate considerations and adaptations are included when assessing the development of municipal plans, all major
development plans, as well as land use and transport plans in the region.
• Climate considerations are always included in overall assessments relating to the localisation and prioritisation of
infrastructure.

The regional plan for water management in the Agder region 2016-2021 has been adopted in terms of Norway’s
implementation of the EU Water Directive.
Measures include:
• Restoration of canalilsed rivers
• Construction of defenses and tools to prevent and reduce flooding
• Regulation of agricultural harvesting
• Adaptive soil processing (no ploughing in the autumn)
Best practice example
The Public Road Administration (state agency) is monitoring climate change-related risks and threats to the regional road
network. The County Councils are funding various investments to secure regional roads against flooding, land slides and
avalanches etc.

Aberdeen City, Scotland
The Aberdeen Adapts project is developing a city wide climate change Adaptation Strategy to ensure there is a planned
approach to addressing the climate risks for Aberdeen. This strategic document for the city will be developed through
partnership working, capacity building and collaboration. Aberdeen was selected to receive support for this work from
national climate adaptation body Adaptation Scotland following a competitive application process. Work is ongoing and
has a number of stakeholder workshops. Aberdeen City Council alongside major public bodies in Scotland has a statutory
requirement to adapt to a changing climate, under the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 and must report annually on
progress with this.
Impacts already witnessed: Winters in Aberdeen will get wetter and milder
With more intense rainfall episodes there will be an increased risk of flooding affecting city buildings and infrastructure.
Many of the buildings in Aberdeen were built before 1945 and will be more challenged by a changing climate. Buildings will
need to withstand increases in severe weather events such as heavy downpours, flooding, high winds and heatwaves and be
resistant to damage from these. From flooding causing damage to structure and interiors, to the risks of water penetration,
climate impacts such as damp will have a knock on effect to the health and well being of vulnerable city residents.

Rail, air, sea and road transport networks are essential for connectivity and these are likely to face disruptions with impacts
for the economy and the delivery of services.
However, there could be benefits from a reduction in snow, ice and frost during the winter months with fewer burst pipes
and less demand on winter heating, taking people out of fuel poverty. Flooding and a saturated landscape will affect city
trees as well as parks and greenspace resulting in a loss of amenities. Heavy rainfall and flooding will cause soil erosion and a
reduction in soil quality. At the same time the network of greenspaces in our city can help to successfully slow down run off
from rainfall and could play a key role in helping Aberdeen to adapt to climate change, presenting a cost effective solution to
water management.
Summers are expected to get hotter and drier
Many of Aberdeen’s offices, homes and buildings will not be designed for warmer temperatures and this could affect
comfort levels inside buildings.
Drier summers could mean lower flows in water courses. The River Dee and its tributaries provide much of the domestic
water supply for Aberdeen, so there will be greater need for water efficiency measures.
Higher summer temperatures and reduction in rainfall may cause degradation of green spaces and vegetation. Increases
in pests and diseases may present risks to city wildlife, trees and habitats. However the warmer temperatures may increase
growing seasons as well as provide new opportunities for tourism and leisure and recreation.

A rise in sea level
Aberdeen’s coastline from rocky cliffs to the south, bustling harbour, much loved beach front moving to dunes system to
the north is an important part of the city cultural identity. Sea level has already had a gradual increase at Aberdeen but this
is expected to increase more in the coming decades. When coupled with extreme weather events there is increased risk of
tidal surges and wave overtopping. Threats from storm surge will bring added pressures for coastal businesses, homes and
infrastructure.
What policies/measures have been taken regionally
Aberdeen was selected by Adaptation Scotland to support in the development of a partnership project in 2016 to develop
a city wide approach to climate resilience. Initial project planning and information gathering took place in this period
in preparation for the project development in 2016/17. Adaptation is embedded in many other corporate policies and
strategies including the proposed Aberdeen Local Development Plan, which includes policy on:
• Coastal planning, trees and woodland;
• Flooding, drainage and water quality; open space and green infrastructure;
• Urban greenspace;
• Greenspace network.
Aberdeen City & Shire Strategic Development Plan has an objective ‘To be a city region which takes the lead in reducing
the amount of carbon dioxide released into the air, adapts to the effects of climate change and limits the amount of
non-renewable resources it uses.
Adaptation is embedded into the Council Business Case templates to ensure climate change is considered in new projects
and proposals. Nature Conservation Strategy 2010-2015, considers the future impacts of climate change and highlights
the links between biodiversity and climate change. Specifically, the strategy recognises that biodiversity loss and climate
change are interlinked and that both threaten the availability of the natural resources. The Local Transport Strategy includes
an objective ‘To contribute to Aberdeen’s carbon emissions targets and develop climate resilient infrastructure. It mentions
use soft engineering techniques and practices to provide soft landscaping and more natural habitats that assist with water
conveyance and storage, thereby reducing flooding risk.’
The Council Buildings Performance Policy was approved in 2016. This sets out the requirements for domestic and non
domestic buildings in both new build and refurbishment scenarios.
Best practice: Hazlehead Climate Change Park
Scotland’s first Climate Change Park was created in Aberdeen. Climate change parks are areas of greenspace that have
been retrofitted to maximise climate change benefits, ensuring the park contributes to mitigation and adaptation in
the community. This covers the management of the park, the planting schemes, drainage, building management and
maintenance, to ‘climate change proof’ the park for predicted climate change. There was community involvement
throughout this process and a community park group were formed which oversees management of the park.

Aberdeenshire, Scotland
Scotland
The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 introduces a legal obligation for public bodies to address climate change through the
Public Bodies Climate Change Duties. Section 44 of the Act requires that a public body must, in exercising its functions, act:
• in the way best calculated to contribute to delivery of the Act’s emissions reduction targets;
• in the way best calculated to deliver any statutory adaptation programme
• in a way that it considers most sustainable.
Aberdeenshire
• Aberdeenshire Council’s Environmental and Climate Change Policy
• Aberdeenshire Council’s Climate Change Action Plan 2020
• Aberdeenshire Council’s Carbon Budget
• Aberdeenshire Climate Change Risk Register
• North East Scotland Sustainable Energy Action Plan
• Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009 – North East Local Plan

Impacts already witnessed
The UK Climate Projections (UKCP09) are the latest generation of climate information for the United Kingdom. The key
trends the projections identify are:
• Hotter, drier summers and milder, wetter winters
• Increase in summer heat waves, extreme temperatures and drought
• Increased frequency and intensity of extreme precipitation events
• Reduced occurrence of frost and snowfall
• Sea Level Rise
Adaptation Scotland has used the results of the first UK Climate Risk Assessment to develop 15 descriptions of how climate
change will impact Scotland. Aberdeenshire Council will utilize these when developing an Adaptation Strategy for the region.
A Local Climate Impact Profile (LCLIP) was carried out in 2010 for Aberdeenshire to determine impacts already being
witnessed across the region. Data collected found 65 recorded extreme weather events.
The winter of 2015/16 saw extreme flooding across Aberdeenshire. Four major rivers flooded when 200mm of rain fell in
late December 2015 and into January 2016. This saw 4,850 homes and 120 businesses flooded, 144 bridges damaged, 50
caravans were washed away and 8 rest centres had to be opened. The financial impact for the Council, residents, businesses,
and industries such as farming and fishing was enormous.

Changes to biodiversity is also a concern for the region with migrating patterns of some species already changing with the
climate and an increase in invasive species and pests.
Regional policies & measures taken
ClimateXChange has worked on 2 projects with Aberdeenshire developing insight into the costs and benefits of adapting to
climate change:
• Weather Related Costs to Aberdeenshire Council
• Counting the Costs of Extreme Events – an Aberdeenshire Case Study.
Aberdeenshire Council has representation on Adaptation Scotland’s – Adaptation Learning Exchange and is currently
working through the Five Steps to Managing Your Climate Risks – A guide for public bodies in Scotland.
In 2017/18 Aberdeenshire Council will begin to develop an Adaptation Strategy for the region. In the long term this will
then be combined with the Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP) to become a Sustainable Energy and Climate Action Plan
(SECAP).
Best practice examples
Aberdeenshire Council is involved in coordinating action against invasive non–native species, and enhancing riparian habitat
which in turn will increase resilience to flooding and reduce the risk of erosion.
Farmers in Aberdeenshire are considering changes to their land use and planting trees on areas with poorer soil for crop
growing. The trees are providing fuel for biomass, carbon sequestration opportunities as well as habitat and landscape
enhancement and shelter for livestock from the changing climate.

The Highlands, Scotland
The recent observed trends in Highland’s climate show an increase in annual temperatures and daily maximum
temperatures, and a decrease in the numbers of days of ground frost between 1961 and 2004. However there remains to
be large variations from year to year. Change in precipitation shows a clear upward trend between 1961 and 2014.
There has been little or no change in average summer precipitation but an increase in winter precipitation of 70% in North
Scotland. The large variations between years and the seasonality of change make planning for, and anticipating the effects
of continued climate change difficult.
What policies/measures have been taken regionally
The Highland Council produced the Adapting to Climate Change in Highland report in 2012. This report contained an
assessment of the potential risks and benefits of different climate change scenarios on the Highlands, as well as identifying
priority action areas.
The Highland Council considers current and future climate-related risks in a number of its development and planning
processes, primarily through the use of UKCPO9 climate change scenarios to predict changes to various risks to new

developments and current infrastructure. Areas of focus include flood risk management, coastal and marine planning, and
sustainable design, which all have specific planning guidelines and supplementary guidance associated with them aimed at
assessing future sustainability as part of the planning process.
From its role as a planning authority, the Highland Council takes steps to manage climate-related risks from new
developments and to existing infrastructure. This is primarily managed for new developments through the planning process
and the policies contained in the Highland-wide Local Development Plan, which is currently being reviewed and updated.
Reviews of the risks to existing infrastructure are carried out on a per project basis, with the support of relevant Council
services such as the Flood Risk Management Team as well as external partners such as SEPA.
Example of a best practice/project
The Emergency Planning Unit conducts regular risk assessments at a variety of geographic scales across Highland, in
collaboration with partner agencies including the NHS, Police and Fire Services and other local authorities in the region.
These assessments are consequence-based, for example when considering a power outage or a coastal pollution incident the
cause is less important than the response. However these response plans cover a number of areas which are expected to be
influenced by climate change, for example an increase in winter storms could mean an increased chance of power outages in
rural communities.

Hordaland, Norway
Higher temperatures and more precipitation will lead to more runoff, floods, landslides and drought in Hordaland.
The county has great variation in topography, temperature, wind and precipitation. Problems now occur in new places.
Climate Action Plan 2014-2030
Adaptation to climate change will be based on the precautionary principle, increasingly precise basic data and knowledge
about local conditions.
Strategy A: Comprehensive, long-term social planning
Strategy B: Knowledge development
Strategy C: Better handling of surface water
Strategy D: Cooperation on adaptation to climate change
Guidelines for adaptation to climate change
Climate change must be regarded when revising municipal and regional planning strategies.
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Climate change must be regarded in municipal land use and master plans. The municipalities must analyse local vulnerability
and implement measures which contribute to make the municipality better prepared for future climate.
The municipality should as far as possible avoid building in areas in danger of flooding and landslides.
Planning in coastal areas must regard rising sea levels and storm flooding.
Planning shall secure the handling of surface water. Sewage dimensions must cater for increase in precipitation.
Impacts already witnessed
Hordaland temperatures are expected to increase with 4 °C and yearly precipitation with 15% towards 2100 compared to
the period 1971-2000. Temperature rises most in autumn and winter, less in the summer. Days with extreme precipitation
will occur more often, and be more intense (Climate Profile Hordaland 2016).
Best practice example
The R&D project ‘Hordaklim’ aims to develop a good knowledge basis for climate adaptation in the municipalities of Hordaland.
The topography of western Norway is extremely varied. Within 10 square kilometers the height of the landscape can vary from
1200 meter above sea level to 0 m above sea level. The grid nets of global climate models are too large in scale to map such
variations. In the project, global climate models are being down-scaled, and relevant themes selected and tailor-made for use in
local planning and management. Six municipalities participate in the project, which is headed by researchers from the Bjerknes
Climate Centre. The dialogue between local planners and researchers is vital in selecting data which is relevant for public climate
adaptation. Increased understanding between the various stakeholders is an important bonus effect.

The spin-off research project ‘HordaPlan’ investigates processes with regards to climate knowledge in the local adaptation
work. Another spin-off project is ‘HordaFlom’. Samples of soil sediments in lakes reveal flooding data from 5000 years ago.
Knowledge about the frequency and size of historic floods provides valuable information when planning for more climate
resilient local communities.

Province Drenthe, The Netherlands
The risk of flooding events will increase with more episodes of intense rainfall. In city areas the sewage system will be
unable to handle the anticipated amounts of water. Innovative solutions are necessary to deal with the amount of rainfall.
Heat stress in inner cities could also become a problem.
In rural areas in Drenthe agricultural land will flood more often. The lower lying river systems are particularly vulnerable, as
are those areas with shallow glacial till. At the same time the risk of drought during the summer months is increasing. Warm
weather, heavy precipitation and less rainfall will increase the need for irrigation.
Milder temperatures in winter combined with hot, humid summers will increase the chances of disease and fungus. However,
by anticipating on our changing climate we can potentially raise the yield.
The problems are likely to escalate greatly In nature areas that already suffer from drought problems as a result of lower
water levels in surrounding agricultural land. This will have a negative impact on biodiversity.
Furthermore, surface water bodies are also influenced by climate change. Heavy rainfall will lead to a higher loss of nutrients
which will affect the water quality. The water temperature of our small rivers will also rise. Over the last thirty years the
average temperature has risen by almost 2 degrees.

What policies or measures have been taken regionally?
The climate change adaptation policy in the region is since 2002 part of the regional planning and is written down in
the Omgevingsvisie Drenthe, a strategic plan on regional planning. In 2007 the national government introduced the
Deltaprogramma to improve water safety and water supply on a national scale. Since then there is a close cooperation
between the region and the national government on climate adaptation.
Together with the water boards a strategy has been agreed upon based on retaining the water in the upper system, storing it
on the way down and, as a final step, discharging it to the sea. Storing water upstream and keeping it in the system as long
as possible is also a way of coping with drought.
Nature areas upstream have been restored to retain water in the system and to increase the amount of groundwater.
Meandering river systems results in a slower discharge of water and also improves the biodiversity of the river system.
Local measures (on farms) should lead to less leakage of nutrients. Improving soil conditions is an important measure in this
regard.
Example of a best practice/project
Knowledge of the subsoil is crucial when deciding which measures to implement in which part of the system. Existing maps
are insufficiently accurate due to inconsistencies in the subsoil. The variability of melt water till and glacial till are especially
important with regards to the effectiveness of new measures. To get a better map of the subsoil we have, as part of the
Interreg VB project Topsoil, undertaken an electromagnetic survey, using a helicopter. The technique is from the Danish
company SkyTEM and supported by the Aarhus University. First results show a much more detailed map of the subsoil and
this newly acquired information will form the basis for measures to be taken in future.

Province of Groningen
The province of Groningen experiences three kinds of problems as a direct result of climate change: a rising sea level,
water shortages and water surpluses.
Firstly, as some parts of Groningen are below sea level, the rising levels heighten the pressure posed on the dykes protecting
the pastures, villages, roads and cities.
Climate change results in more extreme precipitation patterns with sharper peaks and lows. This means more frequent
periods of water shortages on the one hand and surpluses on the other.
These surpluses have to be drained off into the North Sea through a network of pumping stations. If the quantity of water
is too large, the surpluses can lead to large-scale flooding. This happened in the province of Groningen in 1998 - farmland,
villages and roads became flooded due to a prolonged period of intense rainfall.
Water shortages, the third consequence of climate change, diminish the ground water levels which are very important to
farmers for crop irrigation. A lack of ground water could result in crops being lost or a reduced yield. Furthermore, water
shortages can lead to salt water penetration on a small scale in areas directly nearby the coast, resulting in soil salinization.

What policies or measures have been taken regionally?
Since climate change poses a number of concrete challenges, adaptation is addressed in all environmental planning policies
of the Province of Groningen. Four kinds of measures have been taken regionally to adapt to climate change.
• Security: As sea levels are rising the province of Groningen, together with the national government and water board, is
strengthening the sea dykes to ensure the safety of villages and inhabitants of the province nearby the sea.
• Water surpluses: In order to cope with extreme water surpluses the province has appointed ‘emergency water storage
areas.’ If the quantity of water exceeds the capacity of regular water storage areas, the emergency storage areas can
hold additional amounts. An example of an emergency water storage area is the lake of Oldambt. If the needs arises,
the water level of the lake can be artificially raised so that it can harbour an additional 4 billion litres of water.
• Water shortages: In order to cope with water shortages the provincial authority has adopted policy to retain fresh
water as long as possible in order to use it during periods of drought. Hardened soil leads to a quicker run-off of
incoming river water. In order to retain water longer, it is drained less quickly into the sea. Moreover, the Province
aims to curb the use of fresh water by the regional agricultural sector, the largest consumers of water in the province,
through research and the development of new techniques.
• Spatial adaptation: In the Spatial Adaptation Policy of the Province of Groningen the potential effects of climate
change are taken into account. For example: when houses are built in areas that are inclined to flood, they are required
to be flood-resistant. Furthermore, new project developments are obliged to compensate for soil hardening by
retaining water.

Example of a best practice/project
Traditional coastal defence strategies are aimed at heightening and enlarging existing dykes. However, when the sea dyke
near Delfzijl needed strengthening the Province of Groningen opted for a different approach.
Acknowledging the clear need to improve the dyke, policy makers expressed their wishes for the dyke to provide an
economic impetus as well as an ecological stimulus to the surrounding area. These demands were translated in a plan for a
‘double dyke.’ This plan envisions two dykes instead of one, featuring a stretch of land in between that reinforces coastal
protection. The lands in between can be used for seawater sludge and saline agriculture. Sludge can be used for reinforcing
dykes, it is currently being imported from Estonia and Lithuania. Saline agriculture is a developing branch of agriculture that
aims to cultivate crops on saline grounds.
So, the ‘double dyke’-project aims to kill two birds with one stone. On the one hand strengthening coastal security and on
the other hand providing an economic impetus to the region.

The North Sea Commission
The North Sea Commission (NSC) is a
cooperation platform for regions around
the North Sea. Our mission is to further
partnerships between regional authorities
which face the challenges and opportunities
presented by the North Sea. Through
dialogue and formal partnerships, we
seek to promote common interests,
especially in relation to European Union
institutions, national governments and
other organizations dealing with issues that
are relevant to the North Sea.

The North Sea Commission is one of six geographical commissions under
the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR). The North Sea
Region is a recognizable area defined by the North Sea. Geographically
it concerns the North Sea regions of Denmark, Sweden, Germany, the
Netherlands, Belgium, UK, France and Norway.
The CPMR brings together some 160 regions from 28 states, both
members and non-members of the European Union, and thereby
represents almost 200 million people. It campaigns in favour of a more
balanced development of the European territory and is also working
towards the delivery of an integrated maritime policy designed to contribute towards Europe’s economic growth.

The North Sea Region
The North Sea Region (NSR) includes a
number of strong economies and is one
of the most successful regions in Europe.
The NSR therefore has the potential to
act as an engine for growth in Europe by
sharing best practices developed in the NSR
and acting as a centre of excellence for the
wider EU issues.

The NSR 2020 strategy sets out priorities for four focus areas. The aim
is to support sustainable growth and improve the quality of life for the
regions’ citizens by addressing the energy and climate issues facing the
region, promoting a more environmentally friendly and efficient transport
sector, tapping into blue resources and promoting local businesses and
partnerships in order to help create vibrant local communities. In addition,
the strategy will promote innovation and seek to support a skilled and
relevant workforce for the future. The strategy therefore provides a
framework for policy integration and coherent development of the North
Sea Region.

