Build a stronger North Sea cooperation in the Brexit era
The North Sea Region has a long history of close relations in trade and personal exchange.
Thanks to membership of European Union and the EEA agreement including Norway, these
relations are stronger now than ever. We respect the decision by the British people to leave
the European Union. However, the United Kingdom and the European Union must ensure
in the upcoming negotiations that this decision will cause as little harm as possible to the
North Sea Region and to the North Sea itself. Strong North Sea relations are more important
than ever, and Brexit is a reason to increase cooperation.
The North Sea is one of the busiest sea basins in the world. Its shipping lanes are a crucial part
of Europe’s logistics, and its ports handle 57 per cent of EU’s external trade. Its maritime
economy employs more than 850,000 people. It has some of Europe’s best fishing waters. It
delivers 80 per cent of EU’s marine renewable energy, and has great capacity for more. North
Sea oil and gas still play a significant role in European and global energy production. The
coastline is an important recreation area, yet the shallow waters and the coasts are vulnerable
to oil spills, plastics and other pollution. Strong multi-level cooperation is needed in all these
areas.
From March 2019, the external border of EU will cut right through this prosperous and tightly
connected region. So far, Brexit negotiations have only concentrated on certain aspects of the
divorce, but they will soon concern the future relations between the UK and the EU. The UK
will also leave the European Economic Area (EEA), and will have to renegotiate its relationship
with Norway.
The CPMR North Sea Commission represents regions, provinces, Länder, councils around the
North Sea. We have a total of 33 members from the EU member states (including the UK) and
Norway. We have been working since 1989 to create partnerships between our members and
to promote the interests of the North Sea Region in Europe, specifically in the fields of marine
resources, accessibility and clean transport, energy/climate change and prosperous and
sustainable communities.
A number of concerns arise from our initial analysis of Brexit. A “hard” Brexit will cause several
barriers to trade, in particular if no deal is reached on a future free trade agreement. Supply
chains will be broken. Small and medium-sized companies in our regions, without experience
of trade outside the EU, will suffer. The damaging effects of tariff and non-tariff barriers to
trade will have a particularly harsh impact on certain regions and sectors. There will be
economic consequences for all of us.
In the UK, new restrictions on migration may lead to lack of skills in important sectors. The UK
is one of the most active partners in EU’s research programme, and the strong scientific links
across the North Sea will suffer if the UK leaves the programme. Interreg North Sea and other
European cooperation programmes provide valuable support to regional development and
exchange in the North Sea area.
The regional authorities are committed to continued exchange and cooperation. We hope to
see the same commitment from the national and European levels. We call for future
frameworks between the UK and the EU to provide scope for direct engagement between
local authorities in the UK and regions in the EU27. We call for continued UK participation in

some of the most important EU programmes. We call for stronger cooperation between the
EU, national, regional and local authorities to balance the many interests in the North Sea.
As regional representatives we are eager to discuss how we can maintain and develop close
transnational and multi-level relationships in the North Sea region in the Brexit era.
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